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vanishes. So of the Gospels. On their face there
is not absolute harmony. It was not designed ; but
when one comes to understand that each of these
authors wrote from a different stand-point, ex-
plaining his position with regard to the common
subject, all is plain. Substantial agreement and
circumstantial variation unite in proving the har-
mony of these four narratives, no less than the
beauty in each peculiar to itself. So that these
very discrepancies vanish into circumstantial proof
of the integrity of the authors.

Now, a priori reason says, this is just as it should
be in any fourfold history, such as that here
under her eye, as proven by the collation of any
four histories of Greece or Rome. No human
contrivance, thus put forth, could possibly prevail
in making fiction and forgery to be universally
accepted as fact and truth for any length of time,
much less for the period of nearly two thousand
years of conflict, during which the Gospel has out-
lived all opposing forces. Thus far, then, the laws of
evidence, and that by which a priori reason is gov-
erned, seem to stamp the whole with the unmis-
takable seal of truth. No man can deny it. No one,
actuated by honesty and candor, can question
that here is at least a degree of probability so
high in favor of the absolute truth of the Gospel,
that it demands to be explained away by all who
oppose themselves. How is it, then, that our in-
fidel authors who have attempted to write down
the Gospel, or those who offer their sneers in lieu
of better stuff, are profoundly silent on this point
so vital to the legitimate construction of an & priori